Contemporary issues on clopidogrel therapy.
In this paper, data from available studies regarding some contemporary issues on clopidogrel therapy are analyzed. In particular, the following clinical questions have been considered and addressed: (a) Is early clopidogrel treatment needed in patients with acute coronary syndromes treated medically or undergoing percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI)? (b) What is the optimal clopidogrel loading dose in patients undergoing PCI? (c) Is pre-treatment with clopidogrel before PCI needed, or can clopidogrel loading be given in the catheter laboratory before intervention, but after coronary anatomy is known? (d) What is the optimal clopidogrel strategy in patients on chronic clopidogrel therapy undergoing PCI? (e) Does the degree of clopidogrel response influence clinical outcome in patients undergoing PCI?